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Welcome

B Welcome to the International Conference on Computers Helping People
with Special Needs, ICCHP 2026!

| am delighted to welcome everyone to ICCHP 2026! | have been attending
{ the conference regularly since 1994 and from the very first conference |
knew | had found my community in this group of researchers, teachers,
practitioners, policy makers, users and anyone else interested in assistive
technologies and accessibility.

It is the most welcoming and inclusive community you can imagine, a
wonderful opportunity to network, hear about the latest research, practice
and policy, share your own work if you wish, and meet people with similar
interests from all over the world.

If this is your first ICCHP conference, | warmly welcome you to our community, if you are returning,
welcome home!

Come and get involved, make your own network!

leloehtne_
Helen Petrie Phd AFBPsS CPsychol FRSA
(Pronouns: she/her/hers)
General Chair ICCHP26

Professor Emerita of Human Computer Interaction Department of Computer Science,
University of York, UK




Topics

https://icchp.org/topics-26

ICCHP focuses on Digital Inclusion, Assistive Technology (AT), Accessible ICT (eAccessibility) for
people with disabilities, older adults and their support/education/care environment. ICCHP fosters independent
living, participation, inclusion and improved services and support. By its nature, ICCHP is concerned with wide
range of topics in research and practice of these evolving disciplines and related fields. A glossary of topics related
to the conference is provided at https://icchp.org/topics-26

ICCHP is open to visionary ideas and future oriented thoughts - COME AND GET INVOLVED!

Key Dates and Contribution Deadlines

https://icchp.org/key-dates-26

Science Track - LNCS & Open Access Compendium (OAC) Contributions

Deadline for proposing Special Thematic Sessions (STS) January 26, 2026
Deadline for Extended Abstracts February 9, 2026
Deadline for reviews March 9, 2026
Notification of acceptance March 23, 2026
Deadline for camera-ready papers and speaker registration April 16, 2026

Innovation Area

Deadline for activity proposals:
Workshops, seminars, meetings, posters, product/service/project/practice exhibition ... May 24, 2026

Young Researchers” Consortium
Deadline for submissions May 18, 2026

General Deadlines

Preliminary Program May 18, 2026
Early Registration Deadline May 25, 2026
Deadline for Nominations for the ICCHP OCG Roland Wagner Award June 22, 2026
(Pre)Conference July 13 -17,2026
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Call for Contributions

https://www.icchp.org/call-26

For more than 35 years, ICCHP has been highlighting the role of technology, in particular digital technology, for
independent living, participation and inclusion and improved services and support. Most importantly, the conference is
open to all visionary ideas and future oriented thoughts supporting our mission, from all over the globe.

COME AND GET INVOLVED!

We are looking forward to welcoming your contribution to the following parts of the conference:

I. Science, Research and Engineering Contributions: Scientific papers which will be peer-reviewed by the
Scientific Committee for presentation at the conference and publication. For Science, Research and Engineering
contributions we invite experts to organize Special Thematic Sessions (STS) for a comprehensive and focused
discussion in very particular domains.

2. Innovation Area Contributions: Activities in different formats which will be reviewed and selected by the

Program Committee:

Workshops, seminars, tutorials and educational sessions with you as facilitator/conductor/teacher
Panel discussions and/or consensus building sessions guided by yourself and your colleagues
Project presentations and demonstrations
Product and service exhibitions and presentations
Meetings in open or closed (invited only) format
3. Young Researchers’ Consortium (YRC) Contributions, which are peer reviewed by our Young Researchers
Committee. Young researchers are also encouraged to submit a paper for publication.
4. ICCHP Roland Wagner Award in the range of 3000€ calls for nominations of outstanding experts, research,
organizations, projects, events or services in our field. The Award Committee will select the Awardee 2026.

|. Science, Research and Engineering Contributions

ICCHP provides two publishing options for scientific contributions to welcome and facilitate cross-disciplinary
discussions and to address a diverse target audience. Based on the topic and nature of your scientific contribution,
please carefully select the right publication option. Both options use different policies and formats.

All contributions will be reviewed by the Scientific Committee using the same structure and deadlines!

A) Springer Science, Research and Engineering Proceedings (Springer LNCS)

https://icchp.org/submission-26

The conference invites interested participants to publish original science, research and engineering work related to
Assistive Technology, eAccessibility and elnclusion in the Springer Lecture Notes in Computer Science (LNCS)
proceedings. This option aims at scientific excellence and selects papers in technology/engineering in a double blind, two
step peer-review process (acceptance rate ~60%).

Volumes published in LNCS are made available to the following indexing services:

ISI Conference Proceedings Citation Index - Science (CPCI-S), included in ISI Web of Science

El Engineering Index (Compendex and Inspec databases)

ACM Digital Library

DBLP

Google Scholar

|O-Port

MathSciNet

Scopus

e Zentralblatt MATH

Registration to the conference by at least one author per paper is mandatory!

For two or more papers by the same author, an additional paper fee applies.

Key Info:

Step one: Well-detailed extended abstracts of original, unpublished work

e 3 -5 pages

e Prepared for double blind review

Check our Guidelines: https://icchp.org/submission-26 for info!

¢ Upload: Via the Conference Management System - https://icchp.org/registration-26
e Deadline: February 9, 2026
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e Reviewed by 3 experts

e Notification of Acceptance: March 23, 2026

Step two: Camera Ready version of accepted papers

e 6 - 8 pages in camera ready LNCS format (including pictures and references)

e Additional pages (up to a max of |12 pages per paper) may be purchased — additional fees apply!
e  Guidelines: https://www.springer.com/de/it-informatik/Incs/conference-proceedings-guidelines
L]
o

Upload: Via the Conference Management System - check https://icchp.org/registration-26 for further info
Deadline: April 16, 2026
Step three: Onsite presentation at the conference (timeslots of approximately 20 minutes including discussion)

Open Access (OA) Policy:

Springer offers the option of making your publication open access. Please follow
https://www.springer.com/gp/computer-science/Incs/open-access-publishing-in-computer-proceedings

Authors must indicate their intention to publish Open Access during upload — for each camera-ready paper.
The open access fee will be directly invoiced by Springer and/or its associates once the digital OA publication is
ready.

B) ICCHP Open Access Compendium “Future Perspectives on Accessibility, AT & Digital
Inclusion”

https://icchp.org/submission-26

The conference invites interested participants to publish their scientific work focusing on social, political, legal,
medical, psychological, educational and other interdisciplinary aspects related to ICT/AT/eAccessibility in the digital
edition of the ICCHP Open Access Compendium (OAC) “Future Perspectives on Accessibility, AT
and Digital Inclusion”.

The OAC series invite to publish original basic and applied scientific R&D from diverse fields without restriction to
engineering (see LNCS). OAC aims to provide from an interdisciplinary and cross-sector perspective a good
overview of advancements into the user-, practice- and service-driven domains of AT, Accessibility and (e)Inclusion
(please refer to the list of topics at the end of the Call). Progress and success are based on the interaction with,
contribution by and participation of all stakeholder groups (e.g., users, end user organizations, service providers,
policy, administration, industry, NGOs). Every voice counts in the exchange on the impact of R&D on practice and
in domains in need of creative and innovative R&D and co-operation.

Exchange and co-operation between practice and R&D is a key asset for technical and social innovation. We invite
interested authors coming from diverse domains and disciplines to submit extended abstracts of research work,
but also more practice-oriented concept papers, models, reports, and position papers on topics related to our
field. The compendium will also include contributions from the Forum part of the program (see below). These
contributions will support a creative and innovative program facilitating cross-sector and cross-stakeholder
interaction and dissemination.

Registration to the conference by at least one author per contribution is mandatory!

Key info:

Step one: Abstracts of original, unpublished work

e 3 -5 pages

e Prepared for double blind review

Check our Guidelines: https://icchp.org/submission-26 for info!

¢ Upload: Via the Conference Management System - https://icchp.org/registration-26

e Deadline: February 9, 2026

e Reviewed by 3 experts

¢ Notification of Acceptance: March 23, 2026

Step two: Final version and publication in the digital edition of the ICCHP Open Access Compendium (OAC)
“Future Perspectives on Accessibility, AT and Digital Inclusion”

e 4 —8 pages

e Guidelines: https://icchp.org/submission-26 — template for final version provided as soon as possible!
¢ Deadline camera ready version: April 16, 2026

Step three: Presentation at the conference (timeslots of approximately 20 minutes including discussion)
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C) Special Thematic Sessions

https://icchp.org/submission-26

ICCHP invites leading experts to organize Special Thematic Sessions (STS) to present a focused, detailed and
comprehensive view to specifically defined topics of particular interest. STSs therefore welcome both LNCS and
Open Access Compendium contributions. This should facilitate a broader view and interdisciplinary and cross-
stakeholder discussion/exchange.

STS Chairs advertise the session in their own communities and networks. ICCHP announces STSs on its web page
and allows contributors to select an STS for their paper(s) during the submission process. Special thematic sessions
must be proposed by January 26, 2026.

The Review Committee will evaluate proposals of STSs and negotiate in case of overlapping proposals. The inclusion
of an STS in the final program and in one of the Conference Proceedings is subject to a minimum of four accepted
papers. STS Chair(s) are invited to compile and publish an introductory paper to the STS in the proceedings (6 - 8
pages in camera ready LNCS or OAC format) at no additional cost.

Please note, that STS chairs have to decide, which scientific publishing option they will use, applicable for all
contributions submitted to the STS.

The deadline for the camera-ready STS introductions is April 16, 2026. More info at: https://icchp.org/sts-26

2. Innovation Area

https://icchp.org/submission-26

ICCHEP strives to strengthen dialogue, exchange and cooperation between stakeholder groups in the field of
Technology and Disability by inviting end users and their organizations, service providers, educators, policy makers,
administrators. Our Innovation Area is the ideal place for having that dialogue, to showcase your projects,
products, services, organizations, posters and for disseminating, communicating and demonstrating your work,
experience, know-how and ideas to the diverse but comprehensive audience. Learning from each other is a key
asset for technical and social innovation - your contribution counts!

ICCHP therefore calls for organizing activities supporting and strengthening community building using formats as:
workshops
seminars
tutorials
panels and discussions
other types of meetings (e.g. open or closed project meetings)
exhibition of
O projects
o products and prototypes
o services
O posters
Feel invited to consider and propose also new and innovative formats for exchange and cooperation. We are more
than happy to support you!

Innovation Area activities will be supported by the organizing committee on a first come - first serve basis. The
conference provides basic facilities like poster walls, some rooms and WiFi for free. Basic showcasing facilities
(tables, chairs and power supply) will be made available. Other amenities and services (e.g. video projector, sound
system, video projection or catering) are provided upon negotiation with and confirmation by the conference
organizers. They will be invoiced on a self-cost basis. Get in touch as soon as possible!

ICCHP promotes, disseminates and advertises activities before and during the conference. We invite you to display
and disseminate information materials to support visibility of your valuable work.

Registration to the conference is mandatory to run Innovation Area activities!

Key Info:
Submit your Innovation Area contribution online using the according category (“ICCHP Innovation Area”; you
need an account with the Conference Management System to announce your activities!

Upload an outline of your contribution (Guidelines will be added, soon).
Deadline: May 24, 2026
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Proposals will be evaluated on a first come — first serve basis

Consider publishing your valuable activity and know-how in our LNCS or OAC publication. Please refer to the
above description and deadlines for this publishing option (February 9, 2026 for Extended Abstracts).

3. Young Researchers’ Consortium (YRC)

https://icchp.org/yrc-26

We encourage young researchers in the field and academic or industrial advisors of doctoral students in AT,
(e)Inclusion, Digital Inclusion and related fields to consider the YRC as a possibility to progress R&D and get involved
in international exchange. Selected students will be invited to take part in a one-day pre-conference event. The top-
rated contributions will be presented in a plenary session.

Costs for participation and accommodation in a student hostel (5 nights) for up to 10 Young Researchers with
accepted contributions will be covered.

Interested students are asked to submit extended abstracts of their work by May 18, 2026.

Please see https://icchp.org/yrc-26 for more info.

Also consider publishing your valuable activity and know-how in OAC or LNCS. Please refer to the above
descriptions and deadline for the publishing options (February 9, 2026 for Extended Abstracts).

Margot Madina (Germany, left), Awarded Young Researcher 2024
with chairs Deb Fels (Toronto Metropolitan University), right, and Martin Morandell (Smart in Life) in the middle.



https://icchp.org/yrc-26
https://icchp.org/yrc-26

4. ICCHP OCG Roland Wagner Award

https://icchp.org/award

The Austrian Computer Society announces the biannual Roland Wagner Award on Computers Helping People
with Special Needs in the amount of € 3000.

Awardees are announced at the conferences.

Please submit nominations for the Award by email to office(at)icchp.org by June 22, 2026.

ICCHP Roland Wagner Awardees

Award 12

Award 11|
Award 10
Award 9
Award 8
Award 7

Award 6
Award 5

Award 4
Award 3
Award 2
Award |
Award 0

Inmaculada Placencia-Porrero, Directorate-General Employment, Social Affairs and
Inclusion at the European Commission

Deborah Fels, Toronto Metropolitan University, Toronto, Canada

Jan Engelen, University of Leuven

NVDA, Michael Curran & James Teh

Dominique Burger, BrailleNet, Inserm, France

Shared Award for:

Masakazu Suzuki (Kyushu University), Japan

Art Karshmer (University of San Francisco), USA

The TRACE Center, USA / Gregg Vanderheiden

Shared Award for:

Harry Murphy (Center on Disabilities at California State University), USA

Joachim Klaus (Study Center for the Visually Impaired, Karlsruhe University), Germany
Daisy Consortium, USA / George Kersher

Larry Scadden (National Science Foundation), USA

Paul Blenkhorn (For scientific work in software development in AT), UK

WAI-W3C, USA / Judy Brewer

Roland Wagner (Initiating award on the occasion of Prof. Wagners 50th birthday), AT
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Organizational Details A - Z

Rates & Fees

https://icchp.org/registration-26/

Rate in €

(incl. 21% VAT)

Early Bird / Authors Standard Late / On-site

Participant Status until May 26 to after
May 25, 2026 June 30, 2026 June 30, 2026

;

All rates are incl. 21% VAT.

Accessibility

https://icchp.org/onsite-26 and https://icchp.org/access-26 (asap)

We are committed to accommodating people with diverse needs and abilities.

In order to arrange for services for your individual situation, please contact us as soon as possible at
office(at)icchp.org. Please make sure to let us know about your specific needs by the time of conference
registration.

Information on available services at ICCHP can be found asap at https://icchp.org/access-26 in due time.
Help and support is available at the ICCHP Info Desk throughout the whole conference.

Please contact us for any needs and requests.

Accommodation

https://icchp.org/onsite-26

Accommodation has to be organized by participants themselves.

Information on the venue and possible accommodation can be found at https://icchp.org/onsite-26

However, ICCHP considers streaming of selected events as opening / plenary sessions and Keynotes / Award
Ceremony / Closing Ceremony and selected presentations.

' Full access to all sessions, including reception, lunches and refreshments.

2 For Full Time Students/Retirees (NOT available for Authors and Presenters) AND for Participants from Non-High-Income
Countries; full access to sessions, reception, lunch/refreshments.

? Full access to all sessions on chosen day (incl. reception), lunch/refreshments. NOT available for Authors/Presenters

* Participant Status “Personal Assistant” is NOT available for Authors and/or Presenters of submissions

10
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Cancellation Policy

e The registration of participation is binding.

e For cancellations until June 15, 2026, we charge a service fee of EUR 100 (+21% VAT).
For publishing authors and later cancellations no refund can be made. The date of receipt shall be decisive.
Participants, who do not cancel and do not attend, will still be responsible for the full registration rate. The
participant has the right to appoint a substitute at any time without additional cost.

e All cancellations and changes must be submitted in written form — with indication of full name, invoice
number and bank details for reimbursement — to: office@icchp.org.

e The participation fees are owed upon registration and are payable within 7 days following submission of the
registration (but not later than 7 days before the starting day of the event).

e Participation is not guaranteed until full payment of the registration fee is received.

e The conference program may be subject to changes. The Organizer reserves the right to modify the
content of the program, the speakers and the times of presentations.

e Payments will be refunded if the conference will be canceled by the organizer. In that case, the organizer
will have no further liability to the client. Registrations remain valid if the conference has to be postponed.

Info Desk

One Stop Service Point for your stay on site.

Get your way to or info on a cultural event, book a taxi or check the public transport schedule, get information on
the programme or arrange your accessibility services (for registered participants without personal assistant).

More at: https://icchp.org/onsite-26

Official Language

We appreciate the extensive participation of the international community in this conference.
The official language of the conference is English.

Organization: ICCHP is held as a fully in presence, face to face event

ICCHP is planned as a full in-presence event, face 2 face event.

Presenters are expected to be at the conference in person.

A remote presentation can take place when ) explicitly agreed in 2) written communication with 3) the
programme chair, 4) upon sending a tested and playing video presentation, 5) all settled until July 1, 2026 - 6) only
in exceptional cases and 7) explicitly with Q&A by eMail afterwards (NO LIVE Q&A!).

Social Events

ICCHP is committed to extending the concept of open inclusive society to the real world. Culture and art are
powerful vehicles to support a change in awareness, understanding and attitudes regarding inclusion and
participation in society. ICCHP invites you to sociable events for getting to know, meet ups and networking -
open to all registered delegates. More at: https://icchp.org/social-26

Registration

The online registration form is available at: https://www.conftool.com/icchp2026

Venue

ICCHP 2026 takes place at

Faculty of Arts, Masaryk University

Arne Novaka |

602 00 Brno, Czech Republic  Find it on Google Maps

Information on the venue and accommodation can be found at https://icchp.org/onsite-26
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Committees

https://icchp.org/committees-26

Conference Chair

Petrie, H.

University of York

United Kingdom

Publication Committee

Miesenberger, K.

University of Linz

Austria

Penaz, P.

Masaryk University Brno

Czech Republic

Petz, A.

University of Linz

Austria

Scientific Committee Chairs

Archambault, D. University Paris 8 France
Buehler, C. TU Dortmund University Germany
Coughlan. J. Smith-Kettlewell Eye Research Institute USA
Covarrubias Rodriguez, M. | Politecnico Milano Italy

Debevc, M. University of Maribor Slovenia

Fels, D. Toronto Metropolitan University Canada

Janca, B. Masaryk University Brno Czech Republic
Kobayashi, M. Tsukuba University of Technology Japan
Kouroupetroglou, G University of Athens Greece
Manduchi, R. University of California at Santa Cruz USA

Mavrou, K. European University Cyprus Cyprus
Weber, G. Technische Universitaet Dresden Germany
Zagler, W. TETRAGON Braille Systems GmbH Austria
Zlatuska, J. Masaryk University Brno Czech Republic

Young Researchers Committee (to be confirmed)

Archambault, D. University Paris 8 France
Chen, W. University of Bergen Norway
Fels, D. Toronto Metropolitan University Canada
Fitzpatrick, D. National Disability Authority Ireland
Kobayashi, M. Tsukuba University of Technology Japan
Morandell, M. Smart In Life, Health University of Applied Sciences Tirol Austria
Pagliara, S. M. University of Cagliari Italy
Pontelli, E. New Mexico State University USA
Prazak-Aram, B. University of Vienna Austria
Ruh, D. RuhGlobal USA
Weber, G. Technische Universitaet Dresden Germany
Zimmermann, G. Stuttgart Media University Germany

Innovation Area Committee

Pavlicek, R. Masaryk University Brno Czech Republic
Puehretmair, F. KlI-I Austria
Petz, A. University of Linz Austria
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Scientific Committee

Abbott, C.

King's College London

United Kingdom

Abhayaratne, A. University of Peradeniya Sri Lanka
Abou-Zahra, S. Amazon Austria
Abu Doush, I. American university of Kuwait Kuwait
Andreoni, G. Politecnico di Milano Italy
Andrich, R. The Global Assistive Technology Information Network Italy
(EASTIN)
Atkinson, M. Samsung United Kingdom
Augstein, M. University of Applied Sciences Upper Austria Austria
Banes, D. Dave Banes Access United Kingdom
Batusic, M. Fabasoft Austria
Bernareggi, C. Universita degli Studi di Milano Italy
Boland, S. Saint John of God Liffey Services Ireland
Bosse, I. University of Teacher Education in Special Needs Switzerland
Boudy, J. Telecom SudParis France
Brinda, K. Inria, Rennes University France
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